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Living in the mountains of Colorado for over 19 years has shown me that the Western Slope and 
Central Mountains is an area of outstanding beauty and nuance. This was especially put into 
perspective for me while working in Denver for the majority of 2018.  
 
The Front Range is full of old and new towns complete with their varied codes and plans. I was 
constantly surprised by the differences between processes, motivations and political 
environments within such short distances of each other. Where each town or city was 
completely independent of each other and often, left me longing to be back planning in the 
mountains once more. The region for which I am seeking to represent not only has more unified 
planning practices, but it is a place I personally I feel shares so much in the way of common 
issues and attributes - even between the mountain populations found in Eagle, Pitkin, Grand 
and Summit counties, to the historic and rural communities found in Garfield, Lake, Park, 
Chaffee and Jackson counties.  
 
I wish to ensure that the special elements that surround planning in the Central Mountain 
Region is authentically represented with reverence and understanding. We live in a remarkable 
geographic area that simply is not comparable to the urban life of Denver. We must work 
diligently to find balance between quality of place and the quality of the environment in order 
to have a resilient quality of life. Affordability, economic development, preservation of our 
rivers, wildlife and habitat, and the evolution of growth and change are all paramount in 
protecting what we have established throughout this rural to ‘rurban’ backdrop. 
 
More precisely, I am running for this position as I relish the idea to contribute to an organization 
that can help shape communities on a larger scale, and I am excited for our future. What sets 
me apart and where I truly add value, is my ability to implement proven strategy with land use 
planning best practices to produce tangible results. As a small business owner (I am a one 
person show), I am able to combine professional intelligence with creative problem resolution 
skills to develop and present solutions while leading land use planning projects from inception, 
through completion. I can also effectively communicate, mediate, and translate planning 
situations for the general public and government entities, as I have a long career as both a 
public servant and as a private development planner. Couple my planning skills with my abilities 
in graphic design, not only can I technically write what is necessary on whatever project I am 
working on, I can also visually produce whatever is needed to help with public presentations; or 
for the marketing of meetings, conferences or seminars.  
 
It is no secret in my small town of Minturn, CO that I have a reputation for being passionate 
about planning. While I have not directly participated in a venture like this before (local vs. 
State), at this point in my career I feel I am ready to expand further and contribute to planning 
at a greater level. I love this state and the people in it. Attainable housing, improved planning 
design standards, senior and accessible living, and breaking down barriers for respectful and 
balanced development in rural areas, are just some of my hot topics of interest. To sum it up, I 
believe in promoting and helping others understand that quality of place comes first, and that it 
is the essential underpinning in our quest to preserve and enhance one’s quality of life. Thank 
you for supporting my quest to represent the Central Mountain Region of APACO. 
 


