
I believe that planners in the Denver Metro area are community builders that are charged with solving 
complex problems with everything from housing affordability and economic prosperity to conservation of 
natural resources and mobility. We are leaders helping to create places that are sustainable and support 
the people that use them. We are tasked with being the voice for those who are usually not heard. Planners 
in the Denver Metro area have a responsibility to be a champion of the communities we live in and work for. 
Therefore, we must be prepared to handle the wide variety of issues that we encounter, and we must be 
innovative in how we engage others about those issues. In order to do this, and truly comprehend the 
complexities and challenges of planning within the Denver Metro area, we must listen to each other and 
learn from other places. 

In my role as Denver Metro Area representative, I would like to focus on creating spaces for planners to 
hold a dialogue about issues in their community and the profession. APA Colorado’s mission states that its 
role is to advocate for excellence in planning, promote professional development, and provide education 
and empowerment. I believe at the core of this is the need to strengthen our individual skills while still 
contributing to the profession and community. I am passionate about creating platforms for dialogue and I 
believe with more spaces to engage with each other and our communities our cities, profession, and selves 
can only be improved.  

In order to foster these conversations and stimulate this dialogue, I would love to: 

- Ensure Denver Metro planners have a deep knowledge of local issues by showcasing the variety of 
projects and organizations Denver has to offer through diverse event offerings like policy 
conversations, tactical urbanism projects, and tours of new developments.  

- Create the opportunity to partner with aligned professions and APA Colorado’s divisions to provide 
a wide array of events to the planners in the Denver Metro Area. This could include pop-ups with 
community organizations, a CSA tour with the Healthy Communities Committee, or a social event 
during Pride Month with the Diversity Committee.  

- Provide easier access to planning-related events and news in the Denver Metro area through a 
more regular newsletter or calendar. 

- Create a venue for casual conversation and professional development by hosting a regular social 
event since it is important for there to be both programmed and unprogrammed events. 

- Foster commitment to the future of our city and planning through making opportunities for planners 
to engage with youth and emerging professionals, and working with my co-representative to ensure 
planners in our area are getting educational opportunities to grow and develop. 

- Send out a membership survey to Denver Area members to see what they would like to see 
moving forward.  

Although my involvement with APA Colorado has been limited to just one year, I have gotten very involved. 
I am currently one of the event chairs on the Board of Emerging Planning Professionals. In that capacity I 
have worked with various volunteers, community members, and organizations to arrange and develop 
many of the events mentioned above. I am also on the Steering Committee for the Youth in Planning 
Committee’s project of creating a curriculum to engage students with planning in the classroom. At a 
national level, I am on the Board of the Urban Design and Preservation Division and the International 
Division as their membership coordinator. These positions have taught me the importance of aligning the 
work of a division or committee with what their members desire.   

Prior to my current APA commitments, I served as the president for APA Florida’s Capital Area Section 
Student Planning Organization where I got our organization designated as a APA Ambassador. I was also 



a young planner representative to the APA FL Capital Area Section’s Board which gave me insight into how 
to advocate for my fellow planners, which I would want to do for Denver Metro planners as a member of 
APA Colorado’s board.  

Outside of my involvement with APA I am engaged with the Denver Metro Area through volunteering for 
GrowHaus, being a mentor with the North Denver Cornerstone Collaborative, participating in Rotary and 
staying involved with my neighborhood. I believe being connected to your community, especially through 
volunteering, makes you care more and do better work. 

Through all of these efforts I have participated in amazing planning-related conversations happening 
locally, statewide, nationally and internationally. I hope to continue and start some of those conversations 
here in the Denver metro area since we have a huge responsibility to focus on resilient, inclusive, 
sustainable and equitable communities. I believe this aligns with my passions since I have a strong desire 
to be a change agent in my community through engaging citizens in community-driven efforts and outreach 
regarding their social and built environments. I would love to impassion other Denver Metro planners to do 
the same through cultivating spaces for Denver Metro planners to engage, learn and grow. 

 

 


